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The Tragedy of Iscariot Judah
(Matt. 27:1-10)

Judah Iscariot who finished his tragedy appears in the text. He
was a betrayer who sold Jesus with whom he lived and enjoyed for
three years for the amounts of the thirty silver coins. He took his
secret payment of thirty silver coins which was not a little amount
of money, but in the end he did not use it and died by regrets for his
mistakes.

Judah Iscariot who took care of public finance in the community
of his disciples was a reliable man of Jesus (v. 6). Why did Judah like
this betray Jesus and end his life with tragic death?

uhed 2a}
REEER=0)

1. He changed his own great ambition into Jesus’ vision but
failed

The main purpose of which Jesus came to the world was to
accomplish the saving of all human beings through the death on the
cross. But Jesus’ disciples did not realize his purpose. However, they thought that
Jesus came as a political leader in order to give
independence to Israel.

Therefore, they had a pressing matter among
them about who would be bigger than others and
who would get better position than others. Iscariot
also had the same ambition. Accordingly, as the
time passes, they realized that Jesus was not the
person who could not fill out their ambition, and
finally he sold Jesus as the amount of thirty silver
coins and handed him over.

2. He could not throw off his greed for
money

Two days before Jesus carried a cross, a
woman came to Jesus with an alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume, which she poured on His head,
and she untied her hair, and washed His feet with
her hair.

When Judah Iscariot looked at this situation,
he said that if she would sell perfume and give it
to the poor, how wonderful was it? In fact, it might
be heard there was truth and logic in what he
said. Nevertheless, what he said was that if he sold
the perfume and put it in the money bag, he took
it, because he was a thief as a keeper of it (John
12:6).

3. He did not reject the Satan’s temptation

“The evening meal was being served, and
the devil already prompted Judah Iscariot, son of
Simon” (John 13:2). The Satan approaches us in
stages. The reformer of religion, Martin Luther said, “We have no other choice
in which birds fly over us, but we never make birds build a nest over us.” In the
corrupt world, we who live our depraved nature are naturally tempted to think
bad things. Nevertheless, we must pray and beat off the temptation and trial. If
we do not pay attention to such a thing and hesitate in a dangerous boundary, we
become a food of enemy that is ready to swallow someone like a lion.

My beloved Christians,

We read about Judah Iscariot self-centeredness. We are not controlled by
the mind loving money, but by controlling the money that was given by the Lord.
We must only become God's people to use it in order to glorify God. Moreover,
whenever the Satan’s temptation comes to our mind, we must be awake and pray
to God. By being full of Holy Spirit's mind and thought, I sincerely pray that you
will be God’s people having a victory in the name of Jesus Christ.
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